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months* leave on full pay, two months before and two
months after confinement. Immense sums are paid out
from the State Social Insurance Funds in the form of
maternity benefits and there is an extensive system of
child welfare centres throughout the entire country with
nurseries, creches and milk kitchens for infants ; kinder-
gartens and playgrounds for young children ; and schools,
stadiums, pioneer palaces, summer camps, sanatoria and
homes of rest for school children. Moreover the intro-
duction of communal dining rooms and laundries have
ended the domestic drudgery which home life used to
mean to women, and now they have more time to
devote to their children.

Together with political and economic equality the
Russian woman has attained cultural and social equality
with men. Educational opportunities in and out of
schools are as open to her as to men. Nor is she debar-
red from the so-called men's professions such as medi-
cine, engineering and law. This is because of the new
morality and the new social outlook that the Revolution
has brought about in the new society. While the
gospel of Fascism proclaims that woman should revert to
her original status of domestic drudgery and regards her
as an inferior being, materially and morally dependent
on man, the Soviet woman is absolutely free to develop
her own individuality and carve her own destiny. She
has ceased to be a mere female character of as a mere
" object of sensuality." She cannot continue to be a
mere ornament or a mere object of adoration with her
whole life wrapped up in man. She has, rather, culti-
vated fresh interests and diversions. Although she can
never forget that she is a-woman, yet she remembers that
she is in addition a citizen a worker with obligations to
her group and duties to the State.